
Please note that once your Development Application is approved, building works cannot commence without first obtaining a 
Construction Certificate and appointing a Principal Certifying Authority (PCA). As the applicant you can decide to lodge your 

Construction Certificate or appoint a Principal Certifying Authority (PCA) either through Council or a Private Accredited Certifier. 
see the NSW Department Planning Website www.planning.nsw.gov.au for more information on Private Certification.

Warringah Council assessing your Construction 
Certificate

Private Accredited Certifier assessing you Construction 
Certificate

Lodgement of Construction Certificate with Council and 
Payment of application fees

Lodgement of Construction Certificate with with Private Certifier 
(lodgement requirements and application fees depend on the 

certifier)

Assessment of Construction Certificate includes: Site Visit 
and Reviewing Plans and Specifications against 

Development Consent and Building Code of Australia (BCA)
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Construction Certificate & 
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Application Refused

Applicant Advised

Assessment of Construction Certificate by Private Accredited 
Certifier includes: Site Visit and Reviewing Plans and 

Specifications against Development Consent and Building Code 
of Australia (BCA)

Private Accredited Certifier ensures that bonds, fees and levies 
are paid as per the consent

Construction Certificate 
Approved

Construction Certificate 
Refused (process will  differ 

slightly depending on the 
Accredited Certifier chosen)

Private Accredited Certifier lodges 
approved Construction Certificate 

with Council. Council charges 
administration fee

Nominate Council or a Private Accredited Certifier as your Principal Certifying Authority (PCA) and give notice to Council of commencement 
of works by lodgement of “Notice of Commencement of Building Works and nomination of Principal Certifying Authority” (Form 7)

WORKS MAY NOW COMMENCE

Warringah Council as your PCA Private Accredited Certifier as you PCA

Applicant to call Council and book mandatory inspections 
at required stages as per the consent. Council will conduct 

mandatory inspections and may require additional 
inspections if necessary

Mandatory inspections conducted by your PCA at 
required stages. Private Accredited Certifier may 

require additional inspections if necessary

If the applicant wishes to make any changes to the approved plans, they must first lodge an application to modify the 
Development Consent (Section 96 Application). If any works are undertaken that were not part of an approval, notices, orders  

or on the spot fines or legal action may be taken against the applicant.

Applicant to lodge all inspection reports and certificates 
with Council as required by their consent

Applicant to lodge all inspection reports and certificates 
with Council as required by their consent

Once work is completed, applicant must request a final 
inspection. If Council has received relevant information 
and all inspections have been satisfactory then they will 

issue an Occupation Certificate

Once work is completed, applicant must request a final 
inspection. If the certifier has received relevant 

information and all inspections have been satisfactory 
then they will issue an Occupation Certificate

Applicant to lodge an application for an Occupation 
Certificate and pay the fee Accredited Private Certifier as PCA submits copy of the 

Occupation Certificate and other Certificates to Council. 
Council charges an administration fee

Council issues an Occupation Certificate

Use may commence or occupation may commence

After Consent Process Flowchart


